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- MEMORANDUM FOR TRE RECORD 


SUBJECT: House Rules Committe Subcommittee Hearings | | 


/ On this date, Isnt in az an observer on the first 
meeting of Representative Ray J. Madden's Subcommittas of the 
House Reales Cemmittes. This Subcommittes was appointed by 
Chairman Smith on 25 May 1951 to conduct additional hearings on 
the variuus House proposals calling for the establishment of a. 

Jalnt Committee on Intelligence and one proposal (introduced by. 
Aepresentative Higstang) to oatablich a Joint Committee te make 
continuing atudies and investigations dariag the @7th Congreas of 
@il aspects of foreign loteHigence activities of the Agency./ The 
Commitieo is composed of Representatives Ray J. Maddeh (Chairmen), 
James J. Usianey, B. #. Siok, Clarence J. Srown and H. Allen Smith. 
ALL tnembers of the Subcommittee were present at today's haaring. — 
A shorthand reporter was present to racord the hearing. Five or 
aix press representatives were also present. 


. 2. Mr. Madden opencd the hearing by aaying that he wished 
to clarily some errescous impressions which bad been gained from 
‘various naws accounts of the appointment cf his Subcoramittias. 7 ey. 

made it clene that it was not the purpose of his Subeommittes to 
davestigate the Cantral Intelligence Agasey./ He oald it wae the 
intention of the Subconunitter to hear farthér tastimeny on tha 
Jeiat Coramities resolutions and te take whatever addiztanal teste 
mony it Iselo wacessary and report back to the full Committee the 
Gsukcommittea’s recommendations ag te what actloas ahould be teen °° 
on thease propoaalas | - : oes 7 1. 


3, There was eome confusion om the part of the membera 
“ae to Just how the Subcewunittes should preceed. ft was quite clear, 
however, that nens of tha raembers had any veal idea of the role of 
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the Agency or how It fit into the Executive branch. However, . Re aes 
Representative Smith, who remained silent during most of tha: . |. 
open session, commented that ha felt he had information on the 
Agency's activitioa which he felt would be useful to the other 
members but which he would give only in executive session. 


4 “Representative Brown, the ranking minority member —. 
of the full Committes, suggested that the Committee start by > 
examining the legislation which created the Agency. Athia aug- — . 
gestion, the Chairman read extracts from the provisions of the. 
National Security Act which related to the establishment of the © 
Agency and Section 102(d} of the Act in ite entirety. Mr. Brown 
expressed his beHef that thie Act waa not as restrictive as the 
Executive Order under which the Central Intelligence Group had 
previously operated. Referring to the prohibition placed upon the — 
Agency from exercising any internal security functions, Mr. Brown - 
said he wondered how the Agency was authorized to conduct the 


recent activities attributad to it in Plorida. 


S$, Mr. Madden eaid he assumed the Natlonal Security 
Cowneil should act as a supervisor of CIA but wondered if the NIC. 
had ever calied the Agency im since 1947 to find out what was going — . 
on. He referred to numerous references to fallures on the part 
of the Agency and recent eriticlam concérning ita operations. He 
gnid he had talked with @ number of members of Congress who felt 
that the CIA was not fanctioning properly. Mr. Brows commented: 
that he was not at all certain that the so-called fallures attributed 
to the Agency were in fact intelligence failures and for this reason - 
he felt that the Subcommitice's inquiry should not be Umited to the | 
CLA and the NSC. Max, Madden exprassed his opinios that intelligence - 
operations were ag important as defense operations and said he felt 
that it had been the intention of the Congress that the NEC be a watch- 
doy of ClAu Ho added that he wondered if the NSG had ever investi- — 
gated the Cuban situation. os 40% 3 5 


| Gg. Mare Delaney commented that it was recogaized that 
there had been failures but the question was who was responsible 
for these failures, Me pointed out that it might not have been the 
GIA atally He referred to tho existence of the Armed Services 
Subcommittee fer CLA bat added that no ove knew just what it did. 
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the things it was going. - . Cos a 

: &. Representative Srnith zaid he fels the Subs ornmittast, 
Fosponsibility in this ares wag quite simple. Re felt it shoutd 
determing what the functions of each Jopartment or agency involved 
in intelligence shoutd ba and strongly recommended that the Sube 
Committee hearings be held in executive #eseion. . 


9: Representatives fdaa Kelly and Emilie Daddario were 
Present throurhout this 8Pen Portion of the fubcommittes session, 
Chairman Madden asked Mra, Helly for har opinion as te whether 


ment that Mr, Roger Hileman had bean making a study of intelli. 

fence functions prior ta the Guban fase” and ip waa her 

-, uncéxetanding that the Administration wag then Considering seme 
reorganization of the inteliigenea function. She said the wanted to 

. Point out te the Subcommittees that CLA had deen given authority by — 
the "NGA" te Carry out operations. Ag this point, after Spproximately 
43 milnutes of Open teathnony, the Committee Wank inte executive 

| Sessien. 


19, Following the elosed portion of the hearing Mr. Maddss 
Rpparently held a praga conferance, Same of the Statements 
. Aliributed to him in the AP and UPI Releases were nelther made. | . 
Ror toushed on by him in the Subtommittests open session. Theng 
included his reference to the fart that the Subcommittee would 
hear from intelligence officinis ae well as lawmakers, his statement 
_ that “something ts radically wrong with our intelligence”, bis 
_ réforences to Suez and tray, and his reference to the free that the 
subcommittee would Uke t6 hoar frons Tepresentatives of the NSC 
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UM. From these comments and the general tener of | 
the saswion, it appoared that most of the members of the Subs . 
committee are, ae of today, faverably disposed toward the ’ 
Subcommittea's recommending some form of further investigation 
of the intelligence function. e+ : ] 
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